
DO YOU WANT YOUR TAXES TO BUILD A PIPELINE? 

Taxes fund government operations, debt service and repayment, and capital 
expenditures.  We expect these activities to be in “the public interest”, thus 
the work of government.   

They are presumed to be unattractive to business.  Otherwise, says the 
“market” rhetoric, business would be willing to pay for operations, debts and 
capital expenditures, in exchange for profits.

Now the governments of Canada and Alberta want to build a pipeline so that 
the Alberta oil business can expand its markets to Asia.  To do this, they 
intend to use billions of dollars of public funds, tax revenue and debt.

At first, both governments said they would support such a project, as long 
as business took the lead.  But when the opportunity was offered, the oil 
companies and their bankers assessed the markets, the cost and the risk, 
and declined to invest.  

Like our “friends” in the US, our governments have decided that they are 
smarter than businesses.  They believe, unlike industry experts around the 
world, that the markets will continue to grow, that even as the efficiency of 
clean renewable energy sources keeps rising and the costs keep dropping, 
Alberta’s dirty products with high and rising costs will continue to be 
attractive. 

The governments must believe that benefits to the public are so large that 
the public should spend the money and take the risk.  What public benefits 
are they considering?  Increased export revenues, increased royalties and 
taxes to government, increased construction employment, and, 
“diversification” from our dependency on US markets.  They do not mention 
the public costs – even more reliance on exporting carbon to a world when 
everyone knows we must reduce burning carbon, tying government revenues 
even more to the pernicious foreign-owned oil companies, more flash-in-the-
pan short-term construction “boom” labour, and more concentration of the 
Canadian economy into a market that our erstwhile friends in the US are 
determined to dominate. 

We remember Mr. Trudeau’s Trans-Mountain pipeline – a very costly bribe to 
Alberta that has not diversified the market, failed to satisfy the industry, 
encouraged even more blackmail from the Alberta government, and has 
failed any test of returns to the public.  This new use of your tax money is 
not risk reduction, not “future-proofing”, not diversification, not wise.  This 
is folly.  Tell your legislators, write your local paper, talk to your 
communities.  We can still head this off, before we’re dragged down yet 
another rabbit hole. 

Let’s not be suckers once again.  If industry wants it, let them build it. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 John Kidder.


