
                                  Executive Committee Meeting Minutes (DRAFT) 
                                       Saanich-Gulf Islands Electoral District 
        Green Party of Canada 
        Tuesday, March 17, 2026  
                                       Location: Jennifer Kennedy’s residence 
Attending: Julie Cisz, Jim Deas(Financial Agent), Debra Kelly(Secretary), Jennifer 
Kennedy, Shelagh Levey,  Stuart Mackinnon(CEO), Elizabeth May(MP), Tom 
Mitchell, Tom Niemann (past CEO),  
1. Chair: Stuart Secretary: Debra 
2. Meeting called to order 4:10 p.m. 
3. Land Acknowledgment: Stuart 
4. Consent Agenda 

-Financial Report 
-CEO Report 
-Minutes for February 17, 2026 committee meeting 

5. Jim moved to accept the consent agenda. Shelagh seconded. Motion carried. 
6. Saanich-Gulf Islands nomination process was considered. Julie will send a letter 

to members via Nation Builder notifying them that Elizabeth May is our 
approved candidate. That triggers a 7-day window for any other nominations 
to be submitted.  Julie moved for the EDA to move the nomination process 
forward in support of Elizabeth May. Jennifer seconded the motion. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

7. Elizabeth spoke to plans to hire Summer as EDA assistant after her internship 
ends. Concerns that a reasonable salary offer may exceed our budget were 
addressed. Jim knows Summer and will approach her about a possible short-
term contract, salary and job expectations. Jim will provide update at the April 
EDA meeting. Stuart will speak with Debra Eindiguer about the particulars of 
Summer’s position. 

8. Julie has agreed to fill the SGI Liaison position. All committee members 
expressed their gratitude to her stepping up to do this important work. 
Everyone was also most grateful to Tom N. for filling in these last few months.  

9. The Volunteer Coordinator position still needs to be filled. Julie has agreed to 
collect any names put forward and present them to the committee at our next 
meeting. 

10.  We are still in need of a Social Media Coordinator/Webmaster. It was 
suggested that recruiting at UVic somehow would be a good approach. A free 
pizza night was considered as it has been successful in the past. Committee 



members agreed that focussing on getting young people involved in general 
was very important. Stuart mentioned his connection with a young person 
from Reynolds High School who will now be volunteering with Debra on our 
Earth Day event.  We will revisit this in April. 

11.   Jennifer gave an update on the anniversary celebration for Elizabeth’s serving  
15 years as our MP. It has been set for the afternoon* of May 2, 2026 at the 
Unitarian Church on West Saanich Road. On March 2, Jennifer had sent an 
informative email to committee members itemizing confirmed and 
unconfirmed speakers and entertainment. Committee discussed food and 
alcohol, determining that we would not serve alcohol. Various options for food 
were considered. Jennifer moved that we preapprove $2000 for refreshments 
for the event, Julie seconded the motion. Motion carried. *Note: subsequent 
to our meeting Jennifer was informed that the venue had been double booked 
for that day and we are looking to keep things at the church, just change the 
time of the event from afternoon to evening.  

12.  Debra provided an update for our Earth Day event. She and Shelagh have met 
and have moved plans along. Earth Day is officially April 22 but we have moved 
the event to April 25, 2026, as Elizabeth will be available on that day to take 
part. The focus will be on reducing plastics use. Volunteers will distribute 
cotton mesh produce bags to the public with an information tag attached. The 
information tag will include the 6 principles of the Green Party, a quote from 
Elizabeth, and easy, concrete steps householders can take to reduce their 
plastics footprint. We are looking to have volunteers distributing the bags at 
various grocery stores in the riding on that Saturday morning. Debra has 
sourced the bags and is organizing the print materials with Holy Cow, a printing 
service in Sidney we have used before. Everyone approved the of the plan. 

13.  Debra gave an update to the scholarship program. Eight schools in the district 
have confirmed their participation, and we have submissions from the Gulf 
Islands school district already.  

14.  Tom M. suggested the use of a QR code for the EDA. He is going to research 
the idea and present at our next meeting. 

15.  Stuart, Jim, and Linda Brown are in possession of 3 of the keys to our storage 
locker. Tom N. said he will pass on the 4th key to our storage locker to Julie.  

16.  Elizabeth gave an MP update in which she focussed on the ramifications of 
some of the present Canadian government’s actions and her work on various 
bills.  She noted the Greens are doing well in by-elections. 

17.   The next meeting is set for April 14, 2026, via Zoom at 7 p.m.  



18.   The meeting was adjourned at 5:45. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


