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SGI GREENS NEWS AND EVENTS 

Celebrating  🎉👏Fifteen Years of Elizabeth as our MP on May 2, 2026   

On May 2, please join us in celebrating 15 years since Elizabeth’s election to Parliament at the  
Unitarian Church (formerly the First Unitarian Church of Victoria), 5575 West Saanich Road, 
7:00 to 10:00 pm. There will be music, food, a slide show and of course one or two speeches. 

You should have received a direct invitation and a link to book your spot. If you didn’t receive the 
invitation, please click here to RSVP. 

We will need some volunteers to help with the set up and catering.  

if you have any questions or can help, please contact info@sgigreenparty.ca 

Shelagh Levey is compiling a slide show and has a request for anyone with interesting pics of 
Elizabeth in action over the last 15 years to please share them with her at 
shelagh.levey@greenparty.ca​
​
​
Earth Day event on Saturday April 25 
Our Earth Day event will be celebrated on April 25, 2026 with volunteers from SGI Green Party 
distributing cotton mesh produce bags at grocery stores in the riding. Included will be 
information about the Green Party and concrete ways householders can reduce everyday 
plastic use.​
​

 

https://goo.gl/maps/Fxe7hRzW8NN8xiNm7
https://app.gvote.ca/rsvp/eve_7747cc3d7
mailto:info@sgigreenparty.ca
mailto:shelagh.levey@greenparty.ca


Volunteering 

We are in need of a Social Media Coordinator and a Webmaster. 

Likewise, we need a Volunteer Coordinator for the SGI Greens. This would be an ongoing role 
vital to our election preparedness and also to help manage the many events that SGI holds. 
Potentially, but not necessarily, that person would be part of the SGI EDA Executive Committee. 

The Saanich Fair will be from August 30 to September 1. We are looking for a 'lead' person for 
this event. 
​
There are three byelections on April 13. Running in the Toronto ridings are Pooja Malhotra in 
Scarborough Southwest and Andrew Massey University–Rosedale.  Running in the 
Quebec riding of Terrebonne is Benjamin Rankin.  

You can help from anywhere in the country! Join a phone canvass or donate locally to the 
campaigns by clicking here. Indicate which campaign you would like to help by joining their 
phone campaigns. This is great practice for teams right across the country.  

You could also help financially by donating part of your annual limit of $1,775 at the riding 
level to one or more Electoral District Associations (EDAs), and up to $1,775 nationally to 
the Green Party of Canada. Every dollar raised will help elect more Green MPs to 
Parliament. 

Pooja Malhotra (Scarborough Southwest) 
Andrew Massey (University-Rosedale)  
Benjamin Rankin (Terrebonne) 

 

News from the Islands 
The Galiano Conservancy Association works to protect, steward and restore Galiano 
ecosystems. Workshops and classes for all ages will be held throughout April and May. For 
more information and to sign up for their interesting newsletter please visit 
https://galianoconservancy.ca/ 

If you would like your island’s news and events included in this newsletter please send them to 
sgiedanews@gmail.com 

 

The Centre for Ocean Literacy​
The health of our oceans is, or should be, of concern to all of us. From our food supply to the 
health of our Orcas, we all need to know more about this fragile environment. 

The Centre for Ocean Literacy Collaboration  https://centreforoceanliteracy.ca/ will be hosting a 
cross-country film screening tour for Ocean Week Canada, in cooperation with the BC 
Environmental Film Festival. Similar to SGI Greens’ past cooperation with the BCEFF, the film 
will be at the Star Cinema in Sidney on May 31. We hope Green Party members will be 
interested in participating again. Mark your calendar! 

https://www.greenparty.ca/en/volunteer
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?id=1?id=1&source=NC.W.MABU&id=1
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=103&source=FSA.W.2023-35096&ridingtitle=Scarborough+Southwest&candidateName=Pooja+Malhotra
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=103&source=FSA.W.2023-35112&ridingtitle=University%E2%80%94Rosedale&candidateName=Andrew+Massey
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=103&source=FSA.W.2023-24073&ridingtitle=Terrebonne&candidateName=Benjamin+Rankin
https://galianoconservancy.ca/
mailto:sgiedanews@gmail.com
https://centreforoceanliteracy.ca/


Green Calendar for April / May 2026 
 

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

Until April 13 By-elections: Rosedale, Scarborough, 
Terrebonne 

Your phone 

April 14, 1 pm Stop the Drug Deaths 
 

BC Legislature grounds 

April 25 Earth Day grocery stores in the riding 

May 2 Celebration of Elizabeth’s 15 years as our MP 
 

5575 West Saanich Road 

May 31 Center for Ocean Literacy Star Cinema Sidney 

 

FEATURES  

Stop the Deaths 

Eighteen Thousand drug related deaths and counting.Ten years ago, the BC Government 
declared the toxic drug crisis a Public Health Emergency. Ten years on we continue to have 
British Columbians dying by the thousands every year while the government, bowing to political 
pressure, rolled back funding for life saving measures like regulated nontoxic alternatives to the 
poisoned drugs supply, recriminalized people with small amounts of drugs for personal use, and 
instituted involuntary treatment even though the waits for voluntary care are still in the months. 
They boast of their innovative approach to addictions care, but the reality is a mounting toll of 
preventable deaths and harms every day, month, and year. 

By comparison World War II which is recognized as the deadliest military conflict in history. 
Canada had 42,000 military deaths.The drug related deaths proportionally are equivalent to a 
World War. 

Join us April 14 from 1:00 – 3:30 pm at the BC Legislature Grounds to​
RAGE, GRIEVE AND REMEMBER​

Tell the Government to Stop the Deaths! 

For further information please contact:   Jan Mahoney mahoneyj@telus.net 

 

mailto:mahoneyj@telus.net


Protect old-growth forests  

Tension between those who want to log 
commercially valuable old-growth forests 
and those who want to preserve them 
have simmered for decades, occasionally 
erupting into mass civil disobedience like 
the war of the woods in Clayoquot Sound 
and the Fairy Creek blockades on south 
Vancouver Island. Many of the remaining 
old-growth forests in B.C. continue to be 
logged — even though the provincial 
government promised to protect them. 
Read more in the Narwhal here: 

Old-growth-forests-bc 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: Tom Niemann 

 

 

 

OTHER NEWS​
 
Give Peace a Chance 🎶 
The Green Party is the only party embracing the core value of peace and non-violence. We urge 
you to read Elizabeth’s report in “Good Sunday Morning” on her talk to the Centre for Peace 
in Vancouver. If you are not already getting GSM you can sign up at the link at the end of this 
letter or at the Green Party website. And listen to the Beatles’ song, Peace. 
 

A popular German Green wins a surprise victory 

60-year-old “Anatolian Swabian” has led the Greens to a surprise victory over the conservative 
Christian Democrats in his home state of Baden-Württemberg. Mr Özdemir will become the first 
German with a migrant background to lead one of Germany’s 16 states. 
The Greens won by 27,000 votes.  (from The Economist) 
 

https://thenarwhal.ca/clayoquot-sound-tofino-after-war-woods/
https://thenarwhal.ca/topics/fairy-creek-blockade/
https://thenarwhal.ca/topics/old-growth-forests-bc/
https://sgi.edagreens.ca/2026/03/22/ever-farther-from-our-peace-making-history-march-22-2025/
https://ca.video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-fc-4004_10&ei=UTF-8&hsimp=yhs-4004_10&hspart=fc&param1=7&param2=eJwtjsFqxCAYhF%2FF4y6o8Y9R63oqTfMApaeKLK61icTEkGRp6dOXlGUuw%2FANfH36tMa9tcCY4FxY7GZrXGOxO3aLXbDGaa0tdmmxxilGpaQgJAXOLXZ9LNa44C12d2%2BNm8pvytlXgjJ0mnxI8162waA07zGjyQdUNvSDgF1BXNUZ%2BWXJ8TvexrRXgivKJTqNwz5ljHIaI%2BpjGMsZhWEtU6ygkZQdQZv%2F8mt6XA65LT2E71tc%2FzsD4I0ERuC5UwSgY%2BSpbYAwrTrgrWr168vBhwOuWS0IawjId9AXaC51TYVSH38VQ1Ov&p=the+beatles+give+peace+a+chance&type=fc_A8E837262B8_s58_g_e_d_n4_c999#id=2&vid=9e56e62e2b2b2aacc8ff400c39dbc476&action=view


World Happiness Report 

Here’s a link to this year’s World Happiness Report…which is actually a serious aggregation of 
data from which countries make policy. 
https://www.worldhappiness.report/ 

 
Saanich Naturescape Program 

Naturescape is a program and concept to create, maintain, and enhance wildlife habitat and 
native biodiversity in outdoor city spaces. It encourages diversity, layers, and edges by growing 
native plants in your outdoor spaces and in the re-design of wildlife friendly landscapes. The UN 
has declared 2021 to 2030 as the Decade of Ecological Restoration. Naturescaping is one way 
Saanich residents can participate and contribute in “reviving damaged ecosystems”, addressing 
biodiversity loss, and mitigating the effects of climate change.  

 
Wind and solar energy can’t get stuck in the Strait of Hormuz​
 
A side effect of the war in Iran is that fossil fuels are falling out of favor. People are starting to 
realize that sunlight can’t get stuck in the Strait of Hormuz; that EVs can’t have their fuel supply 
held hostage on a tanker; and that there’s no such thing as a barrel of wind. (From Heated on 
substack.com)​
 

Blinded??? 

Have you been dazzled by the ever brighter lights on vehicles? Transport 
Canada has launched a survey to hear opinions on bright headlights.  ​
 
News article from Vancouver Sun: 

Those glaring headlights: Here's your chance to have your say 
https://vancouversun.com/news/bright-headlights-cars-survey-transport-canada​
 

Transport Canada Survey: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/canadian-experience-vehicle-he
adlights-glare-night​
 

 

https://www.worldhappiness.report/
https://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/community/natural-environment/naturescape-program.html
https://substack.com/redirect/76e93ba1-ab23-4abf-8a30-193131ac053e?j=eyJ1IjoiNW8xeXVlIn0.PwaAnnsdnMbrjHv8eW8_fiAEtDGeePHGe2amGIUJ6JU
https://substack.com/redirect/30c6d948-9a2d-4134-9655-95868e3f7a45?j=eyJ1IjoiNW8xeXVlIn0.PwaAnnsdnMbrjHv8eW8_fiAEtDGeePHGe2amGIUJ6JU
https://substack.com/redirect/49d417c5-af5e-40c4-a566-814383dcef89?j=eyJ1IjoiNW8xeXVlIn0.PwaAnnsdnMbrjHv8eW8_fiAEtDGeePHGe2amGIUJ6JU
https://substack.com/redirect/49d417c5-af5e-40c4-a566-814383dcef89?j=eyJ1IjoiNW8xeXVlIn0.PwaAnnsdnMbrjHv8eW8_fiAEtDGeePHGe2amGIUJ6JU
https://substack.com/redirect/e99f978c-9b27-46a3-9aaa-152e6f3cac35?j=eyJ1IjoiNW8xeXVlIn0.PwaAnnsdnMbrjHv8eW8_fiAEtDGeePHGe2amGIUJ6JU
http://substack.com
https://vancouversun.com/news/bright-headlights-cars-survey-transport-canada
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/canadian-experience-vehicle-headlights-glare-night
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/canadian-experience-vehicle-headlights-glare-night


Solar panels can boost crop production​
​
A major new piece of research finds that combining solar panels with farming could boost 
global crop output by enough to feed more than two billion people a year. This is 
revolutionary news because it means any suitable piece of cropland can now be modified to 
produce more food, more power, more income, more biodiversity and fewer emissions, all in a 
single step. The report notes that potential added agricultural income could exceed  $1 trillion. 
Check out their web page Agrivoltaics for lots of great scientific information on this subject. 

 

BC GREENS NEWS AND EVENTS 
 
BC Greens Leader Emily Lowan makes BC Business Magazine’s 30 under 30.  
What a year — congrats to Emily! 
 
Emily shows support for restoring Vancouver Island Rail!   Watch the video! 

 

 
 

Published by the Saanich–Gulf Islands Electoral District Association of the Green Party of Canada.  

Please send feedback and contributions to this newsletter to sgiedanews@gmail.com.  

Saanich–Gulf Island Greens publish two newsletters: 
The monthly SGI Greens Newsletter 
The weekly Good Sunday Morning -- Elizabeth May's perspective 

Current and back issues of both are at https://sgi.edagreens.ca/news-events/​
To subscribe to one or both newsletters, go to sgigreenparty.ca/signup_2020.​
Click here to unsubscribe from one or both newsletters. 

Join Us! Be a SGI Green! 
We acknowledge and respect the W̱SÁNEĆ Peoples, on whose territory we live. 

The SGI EDA aims to work with them towards a meaningful and mutually beneficial reconciliation. 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/3Mn62vY
https://www.solarpowereurope.org/features/harvesting-the-sun-energising-agriculture-and-biodiversity
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032126000201
https://bcbusiness.ca/business/general/bcbusiness-30-under-30-class-of-2026/
https://click.e.change.org/f/a/R9Tk3f0KUxvb4GrUbUZqEw~~/AANj1RA~/qz2nI9zcJIuYZc_YCmhzyZz54v4F8Hk4vUxr-u19-FZ1SUx5FVbzMp7lNPKcjZ1CfsK7-UOuPmN6Ctm9xis4mfkwvvKQ3bBFAmBQU7wOtLk~
https://sgi.edagreens.ca/news-events/
https://www.sgigreenparty.ca/signup_2020?e=b056e73e55db748b0245def57fbcbc97&utm_source=saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsm_issue_207_march_24_2024&n=6
https://saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca.nationbuilder.com/unsubscribe?e=b056e73e55db748b0245def57fbcbc97&utm_source=saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsm_issue_207_march_24_2024&n=7
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=6&source=FSA.W.2013-59027&ridingtitle=Saanich%E2%80%94Gulf%20Islands
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