
                                  Executive Committee Meeting Minutes  
 
        Saanich-Gulf Islands Electoral District 
        Green Party of Canada 
        Tuesday, January 20, 2026 4:00-5:30  
                                       Hybrid In-person(Debra’s home) and Zoom 
 
Attending: In-person: Jim Deas(Financial Agent), Dan Kells(guest), Debra 
Kelly(Secretary), Richard Kendon, Shelagh Levey,  Stuart Mackinnon(CEO), Tom 
Mitchell, Tom Niemann (past CEO),  
                   Via Zoom: Julie Cisz, Jennifer Kennedy, Elizabeth May(MP),  
1. Chair: Stuart Secretary: Debra 
2. Meeting called to order 4:00 p.m. 
3. Land Acknowledgment: Stuart 
4. Consent Agenda 

Financial Report 
CEO Report 
December Minutes 

5. Jim moved to accept the Consent Agenda. Tom M. seconded. 
6. Dan Kells addressed the committee and encouraged members to get involved 

in the EDA Empowerment Group. The group is a cross-Canada organization 
that meets every 2 weeks to encourage and discuss the needs of the various 
Green Party EDAs in Canada. It is led by Alison Lam (Richmond-Hill) who is also 
part of the Green Party’s shadow cabinet (Women, Gender, Inter-
Governmental Affairs). Dan said the organization is extremely helpful, 
especially now as we’re trying to grow the Party.  Bridget Burns 
(bridget.burns@greenparty.ca) is the contact person. 

7. Dan and Tom N. also encouraged members to get involved with the B.C. 
Environmental Film Festival. The organization had several successful film 
showings at the Star Cinema last year and is featuring more films this year. Go 
to website for further info. Venue TBD. 

8. Executive members were reminded to provide Richard with any information 
regarding up-coming events for the newsletter. 

9. The SGI Liaison position is still vacant. Tom N. is filling the position temporarily.  
10.  Social Media/Online Coordinator/Webmaster position is still available. 

Discussion focussed on whether it would be a paid position and the concerns 
regarding the sensitivity of material. Richard said he would check Saanich 

mailto:bridget.burns@greenparty.ca


South (provincial electoral district) if they had suggestions regarding individuals 
who may qualify for the position. 

11.   Tom M. addressed the issue of our logo and how we may use it more. He will 
check on the availability and use of the “No Plan-et B” poster. 

12.  The National party wants to mark Elizabeth’s 15-year anniversary (May2) as 
our MP. Committee was enthusiastic about using the occasion to recognize her 
contribution. It was suggested that we might combine the event with the 
summer picnic in some way.  It will be on February’s agenda.  

13. Some concern was raised that we should have a candidate nomination 
meeting soon. Committee agreed that this was premature and that we would 
revisit the question of the nomination meeting in 6 months(June 2026 meeting). 
14. Debra gave an update regarding the scholarship program for 2026. The spirit 
and intent and general process of the program remains the same. Changes made 
were prompted by the concerns surrounding AI. Eligibility remains the same. 
Students will now submit 2 paragraphs demonstrating their commitment to the 
Green Party principles, and include a signature of a non-family member adult 
verifying their relevant activities. Stuart will contact Wsánec Leadership Council 
personally to encourage participation of their students. 
15.  Tom N. spoke to expanding the GSM readership, especially looking at using 
the platform Substack. He has contacted Jo-Ann Roberts. The subcommittee (Julie, 
Tom M., Tom N.) will meet before February meeting. 
16.  Richard said his work on the newsletter is going well. He is very grateful for 
Tom N.’s help as he takes on the publication of our newsletter. February’s issue 
feature article will focus on leadership. 
17. Elizabeth was able to join the meeting via speaker phone. She spoke to two 
issues. 

a. She requested the executive send a letter to advise GPC national that 
we do not need repayment of our interest-free loans to the Green 
Party of Canada until the end date in our loan agreements. This 
would be with the proviso that should an early election be called, we 
would need repayments in full. Jim moved that the executive send 
the letter. Shelagh seconded the motion. Motion carried. Jim and 
Stuart said they would compose and send the letter. 

b. Elizabeth requested funds to hire an assistant to provide her support 
independent of the constituency office. She has worked with Summer 
Smith and would like to hire her on a monthly basis for one year, 
beginning in May, 2026. The committee was in general agreement 



and will put request formally on February’s agenda for further 
discussion. 

c. Elizabeth also reported that the community meetings were going 
well. 
 

18.  Shelagh spoke to her work on Electoral Reform. She encouraged 
committee members to continue to pass on the petition and use the 
information provided for discussion and promote understanding regarding the 
issue. She would also like to do some canvassing and is looking for help in 
developing canvassing support. 

     19.  As a final point, Stuart said he will be in touch with B.C. Greens           
Victoria Pride Parade as an effort to coordinate involvement. 

 Next meeting will be Tuesday, February 17, 2026 via Zoom. Meeting was 
adjourned at 5:55p.m. 

 
 


