
                                  Executive Committee Meeting Minutes  
 
​ ​ ​      Saanich-Gulf Islands Electoral District 
​ ​ ​      Green Party of Canada 
​ ​ ​      Tuesday, November 18, 2025 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
                                       In-person Jim Deas’ residence 
 
Attending: Julie Cisz(new member), Jim Deas(Financial Agent), Debra Kelly(acting 
Secretary), Richard Kendon(new member), Jennifer Kennedy, Shelagh 
Levey,(acting Chair),  Stuart Mackinnon, Tom Mitchell(new member), Tom 
Niemann (past CEO), Robin Roberts, Elizabeth May(MP, via phone) 
Regrets: Helena Murray-Hill, Ryder Bergerud 
 
1.​ Chair: Shelagh, Secretary: Debra 
2.​ Meeting called to order 4:03 
3.​ Land Acknowledgment: Stuart 
4.​ New members introduced themselves with brief bios 
5.​ Elizabeth called from Ottawa and spoke briefly via Shelagh’s speaker phone. 

She commented on the difficulty regarding the confidence vote, her success in 
getting the PM to recommit to Paris Agreement climate targets. She expressed 
regret at not being able to be in attendance for the entire meeting as she had 
several other commitments that evening in Ottawa. 

6.​ Minutes of last meeting approved. 
7.​ Outgoing CEO report-Tom N. spoke to the report he provided for us 

summarizing his ideas and concerns as the Executive moves forward. His two 
major concerns are 1) Attracting young(er) members and 2) Electoral reform. 
The following discussion showed agreement regarding both issues. 

8.​ Approval of report. 
9.​ Finance report- Jim spoke to the report as distributed, noting that the financial 

protocols regarding the federal election have been followed. Items of note: 
a)​ All the reports required by Elections Canada on the April 28 election 

campaign have been filed and the election expense rebate received. The 
total amount spent on the election was $170,700 and the expense rebate 
received from Elections Canada was $77,600. The net cost of the election 
campaign to the SGI EDA was therefore $93,100. Donations received by the 
SGI EDA (including those which flow through GPC) amounted to $116,000 
for the months of March, April and May. 



 
b)​ The campaign bank account with the Royal Bank is now closed and the 

closing balance on that account of $56,984 was transferred to the SGI EDA 
bank account (Coast Capital Savings) on November 6. 

c)​ All expenses and revenue related to the election campaign flowed through 
the EDA and were recorded in P&L account 5-2100, as noted on the last 
expense line of the P&L statement. After recording the transfer of the 
campaign bank account balance, the balance on account 5-2100 was 
$93,100 = net cost of the election campaign. 

 
10.​ Stuart noted that Nanaimo paid off their election debt. Also, there was some 

discussion regarding clarification for donors on website about whether 
donations go to SGI specifically or Green Party of Canada. 

11.​ Financial report approved. 
12.​ The following committee positions were filled for 2026: 

CEO-Stuart Mackinnon 
Financial Agent- Jim Deas 
Secretary- Debra Kelly 

13.​ Other event/committee positions: 
Scholarship- Debra, Tom M. 
SGI Newsletter- Richard  
Victoria Day Parade/Pride Parade-Stuart 
Salt Spring Parade/ Salt Spring Fair-Tom M. 
Electoral Reform- Shelagh, Julie 
Saanich Fair-unfilled 
Summer Picnic-Jennifer Kennedy 
Christmas Party-Jennifer Kennedy 
AGM-unfilled 

14.​ Allocation of keys/SGI Locker 
Jim-key, Julie-key, Linda Brown-key, Stuart-(to pick-up key from Linda) 

15.​ EDA Executive Folder/Google Drive/Documents and archive- Richard 
16.​ Maintain SGI website, SGI FaceBook page-after much discussion it was agreed 

that our online presence in general requires professional attention. A motion 
was presented by Shelagh that we seek out someone who could help in that 
regard as a fee for service position.  The motion was seconded by Stuart.  

17.​Electoral Reform- Shelagh reported on a pilot programme she is planning.  She 
feels that to gain 12 Green seats in order to be an official party in the Federal 



Government, we need electoral reform.  Unfortunately, many people don’t 
understand Proportional Representation (PR) and don’t attend meetings on the 
topic. Therefore, the idea is to take a petition and talk to people on the 
doorsteps.  There was some discussion about whether we should provide 
information on a couple of different types of PR.  Shelagh already has some 
keen volunteer canvassers, and is presently engaged in creating a petition. 
Canvassing will start soon. The idea is to expand this beyond SGI, and already 
other EDA’s and BC Ridings are interested in joining us. 

18.​ Scholarship Program-there was some discussion about changes to the 
program, especially the essay requirements in light of the availability of Chap 
GPT and AI in general. Debra, Stuart and Tom M. agreed to meet as a 
subcommittee early January to discuss the program. 

19.​ We were reminded of our Christmas event at the Star Cinema in Sidney, 
Sunday, December 14, 4pm-6pm.  Elizabeth May will be there to speak and we 
will host a showing of Frank Capra’s Christmas classic, It’s a Wonderful Life. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to go for supper together afterwards.   

20.​ Next meeting will be Tuesday, December 16, 2025 via Zoom @ 7p.m. 
21.​ At 5:50 p.m. Jennifer moved the meeting be adjourned; Shelagh seconded the 

motion.  
​ ​ ​ ​  
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