
 

 
Sections cover News and Events, a Feature on Electoral Reform and General Interest. 

Links to back issues, subscribe/unsubscribe, and join the SGI Greens are at the end. 
 

 
SGI Greens (Green Party of Canada) News and Events: 
 

Comments from our new Deputy Leader Mike Morrice: 

As Greens, we have solutions. It's past time billionaires pay their fair share, and rather 
than wasting energy and money on new pipelines that worsen the climate crisis, we can 
end the tens of billions in taxpayer funded handouts for foreign owned fossil fuel giants, 
and instead get on with investing in our communities priorities: like expanded, free transit; 
like building public, social housing at a scale that meets the crisis we're in; like truly 
universal healthcare that includes prescription drugs and mental healthcare, like ending 
legislated poverty for folks with disabilities, and like taking the climate crisis seriously by 
investing in a clean east-west electricity grid. 

(Mike will expand on his thoughts in the February newsletter.)​
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Community Events: 

Elizabeth May, MP for Saanich–Gulf Islands, will be holding community meetings. These are 
updates for constituents and to gather feedback from the community. They are also an 
excellent opportunity to meet Elizabeth. These are non-partisan events. Please spread the 
word in your communities. 

Cordova Bay Community Meeting 
January 11, 2026 @ 3:00pm - 4:30 pm 

5238 Cordova Bay Road 

Brentwood Bay Community Meeting 
January 12, 2026 @ 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

1229 Clarke Road, Brentwood Bay 

  

Mayne Island Community Meeting 
January 14, 2026 @ 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

493 Felix Jack Rd., Mayne Island 

Galiano Island Community Meeting 
January 15, 2026 @ 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
141 Sturdies Bay Rd., Galiano Island 

  

Gordon Head Community Meeting 
January 18, 2026  @ 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm 

4100 Lambrick Way (in Auditorium) 

Saturna Island Community Meeting 
January 19, 2026 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

105 E Point Rd., Saturna Island 

  

Pender Island Community Meeting 
January 21, 2026 @ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 

4418 Bedwell Harbour Rd., Pender Island 

Sidney Community Meeting 
January 22, 2026 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Mary Windspear, 2243 Beacon Av., Sidney 

  

Saltspring Island Community Meeting 
January 23, 2026 @ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 
232 Rainbow Road (Multipurpose Room) 

 

​​  

BC Greens News and Events: 

SGI Includes most of the two Provincial ridings of Saanich North and the Islands, and 
Saanich South, as well as parts of the Oak Bay–Gordon Head riding. 

We include information on events in our sister ridings. For more details please go to the BC 
Greens website: https://bcgreens.ca/events 

Rob Botterell, MLA Saanich North and the Islands, will host a “community coffee meet 
and greet” on Saturday, January 24th, 10am - noon at Smor Scandinavian Bakery in Sidney, 
2376 Bevan Ave #104. Among other things, Rob will brief us on the activities of the BC 
Legislature’s Special Committee on Democratic and Electoral Reform. 
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https://bcgreens.ca/events/


Feature:  Electoral Reform 

 

IT’S UP TO ALL OF US TO PROTECT DEMOCRACY 
 

Please do your bit! 
 

To make progress we need to change our outdated and unfair First-Past-The-Post 
electoral system. 
 
Please click here to  print the petition and circulate it among your friends, family and 
colleagues. Also click here for an information sheet to assist with your discussions. 
 
Whenever you have a few signatures please return the signed forms 
postage free to: 
 

Elizabeth May, M.P. 
House of Commons 

Ottawa,On 
KIA OA6 

 
For further  information about electoral systems please visit the following websites: 
 

 
https://www.fairvote.ca   for general information     
Single Transferable Vote  for much more in-depth details 

Please contact shelagh.levey@greenparty.ca to help with this important initiative. 

 

Join Rob Botterell on Wednesday January 7 for a webinar about making progress on 
the campaign for proportional representation in BC! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kZ-Y8jygR8SJkVws-wvM0g#/registration 

​
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https://assets.nationbuilder.com/saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca/mailings/4914/attachments/original/HOC_Petition_-_Electoral_Reform_-_Initiated_by_Shelagh.pdf?1767588209
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca/mailings/4914/attachments/original/Info_sheet_PDF.pdf?1767588209
https://www.fairvote.ca/
https://aceproject.org/main/english/es/esf04.htm
mailto:shelagh.levey@greenparty.ca
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kZ-Y8jygR8SJkVws-wvM0g#/registration


General Interest 

The latest from Ottawa 

Elizabeth May thought we had a promise from Mr. Carney on environment issues in the 
recent budget. Mr. Carney seems to have gone back on his word.  A video of Elizabeth's 
interview with Markham Hislop explains:  

​Elizabeth May Dishes on Carney, Smith, Pipeline and More!
 

Good Sunday Morning 

Elizabeth’s weekly GSM letter continues to enjoy a wide readership. Tom Mitchell has formed 
a small group to look at ways to expand distribution. We feel that GSM is an excellent vehicle 
to reach a larger audience to learn about the Green Party’s impact on Canadian politics. If 
you have any suggestions or are willing to help, please send your ideas to 
sgiedanews@gmail.com. 

​
Climate Action 

It’s easy to feel powerless about climate chaos. The outcome from the recent COP meeting in 
Brazil was muted by the lobbying of the fossil fuel industry. However there were a lot of 
positive outcomes. The following article expands on some of the positive results from COP 
30 last November.  Here’s what gives us hope:​
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/31/environmental-justice-ordinary-peopl
e-power 

​
The Widening Income Gap 

The K Economy 

There is increasing evidence that the gap in incomes is widening. Some parts of the 
economy are doing well, many extremely well, while others are languishing between static or 
decreasing pay and rapidly rising costs of just about everything. This is becoming known as 
the “ K Economy”.  

Here are a few samples of the many recent articles on the subject: 
https://fortune.com/2025/11/07/what-is-the-k-shaped-economy-wealth-inequality-explainer/  

https://stonecenter.gc.cuny.edu/oligarchs-and-the-rise-of-mega-fortunes-paul-krugman-under
standing-inequality-part-iv/ 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aYrPib5fgQ
mailto:sgiedanews@gmail.com
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/31/environmental-justice-ordinary-people-power
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/31/environmental-justice-ordinary-people-power
https://fortune.com/2025/11/07/what-is-the-k-shaped-economy-wealth-inequality-explainer/
https://stonecenter.gc.cuny.edu/oligarchs-and-the-rise-of-mega-fortunes-paul-krugman-understanding-inequality-part-iv/
https://stonecenter.gc.cuny.edu/oligarchs-and-the-rise-of-mega-fortunes-paul-krugman-understanding-inequality-part-iv/


How Much Do We Actually Subsidize Fossil Fuel Companies? 

The answer is, “it depends”. Analysts reckon that somewhere between 3 billion and 33 billion 
dollars are spent in Canada on subsidizing the already profitable fossil fuel companies. The 
reason for the range is it matters what you count as a subsidy. There are direct payments, 
there are indirect payments such as reduced taxes or foregone costs to clean up old wells. 
The government’s purchase of the TMX pipeline which no corporations thought would be a 
profitable business venture is another subsidy. Even one dollar spent on subsidies is one 
dollar too much. Think how much this money could do, whether providing accommodations 
for the homeless, building transmission lines to move clean renewable electricity or reducing 
the national debt. It seems strange that there is not more outrage about this. It also proves 
the fossil fuel lobby is very effective.  

There are many articles on this subject. Here is one to begin with:​
https://thenarwhal.ca/oil-and-gas-subsidies-canada/ 

​
Green Breakthrough in England and Wales 

What can we learn from the recent success of the Green Party in England and Wales? Some 
of it may be a reaction to the move to the extreme right in many countries. But perhaps more 
is that the party is beginning to be recognised as being not just a one issue party. Greens do 
offer viable solutions to address the many ills of today’s economies. The following interview 
with the deputy leader of the Green Party of England and Wales is a bit long, however what 
she is saying seems eminently transferable to Canada. 

Watch "Thousands Are Joining the Green Party. Here’s Why | Deputy Green Party Leader - 
Rachel Millward" on YouTube​
https://youtu.be/eohI6SRMvkE?si=LLm4lQaqfJYLjZcq ​
​
AI and the environment 

Emerging energy technologies: geothermal and fusion. 

As tech companies look for new sources of energy to power AI data centres, they have been 

pumping money into a range of energy startups, some of which are starting to show 

promising results. AI, it turns out, can help reduce the cost of drilling geothermal wells, and 

keep fusion reactors operating smoothly. All this means that a side-effect of the AI boom is 

faster progress in new kinds of clean energy. That’s a cause for optimism as the new year 

dawns.  

Source, The  Economist Dec 31 2025  
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https://thenarwhal.ca/oil-and-gas-subsidies-canada/
https://youtu.be/eohI6SRMvkE?si=LLm4lQaqfJYLjZcq


Election Preparedness 

Although an election does not appear to be imminent, now is the time to start preparing for 
the next one. In addition to getting our finances in order, we need to be identifying and 
training volunteers to take on the many roles required during an election campaign. Having 
people in place before the election is called will help us to jump start the campaign. 

If you are interested in volunteering or being more active as a volunteer, please let us know 
here. It can be a lot of fun and you’ll make new friends. Even if you only have an hour or two 
here and there we can certainly find an activity that might interest you and suit your skills and 
abilities. 

Part of being prepared is raising funds.  All donations however small are helpful in funding 
the costs of fighting a political campaign against larger and VERY well funded parties. One 
relatively painless way to donate is to sign up for a monthly donation.  

As an example, 1 dollar a day or $30 per month amounts to $360 per year. This qualifies for 
a tax credit of $270, meaning you pay only $90 net for the whole year. 

As we start the new year we each have a new contribution limit. For the year 2026, you can 
now donate up to $1775 to the SGI EDA and another $1775 to the national party (but please 
note: online donations by credit card for the EDA go through the national office and therefore 
count toward the national party limit). Further information on the donation options and 
process is provided in the SGI EDA website's Take Action page and the FAQs page. 

Specific questions on donations can be directed to the SGI EDA Financial Agent 
jim.deas@greenparty.ca 

 
 

 
 
Published by the Saanich–Gulf Islands Electoral District Association of the Green Party of Canada.  

Please send feedback and contributions to this newsletter to sgiedanews@gmail.com.  

Saanich–Gulf Island Greens publish two newsletters: 
The monthly SGI Greens Newsletter 
The weekly Good Sunday Morning -- Elizabeth May's perspective 

Current and back issues of both are at https://sgi.edagreens.ca/news-events/​
To subscribe to one or both newsletters, go to sgigreenparty.ca/signup_2020.​
Click here to unsubscribe from one or both newsletters. 

Join Us! Be a SGI Green! 
We acknowledge and respect the W̱SÁNEĆ Peoples, on whose territory we live. 

The SGI EDA aims to work with them towards a meaningful and mutually beneficial reconciliation. 
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https://www.greenparty.ca/en/volunteer?riding=2013-59027&ridingtitle=Saanich%E2%80%94Gulf%20Islands
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/volunteer?riding=2013-59027&ridingtitle=Saanich%E2%80%94Gulf%20Islands
https://sgi.edagreens.ca/take-action/
https://sgi.edagreens.ca/faq/
mailto:jim.deas@greenparty.ca
https://sgi.edagreens.ca/news-events/
https://www.sgigreenparty.ca/signup_2020?e=b056e73e55db748b0245def57fbcbc97&utm_source=saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsm_issue_207_march_24_2024&n=6
https://saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca.nationbuilder.com/unsubscribe?e=b056e73e55db748b0245def57fbcbc97&utm_source=saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsm_issue_207_march_24_2024&n=7
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=6&source=FSA.W.2013-59027&ridingtitle=Saanich%E2%80%94Gulf%20Islands

