SGI Greens Newsletter
December 2025

Sections cover SGI News and Events, a Feature on Electoral Reform, General Interest,
and BC Greens News and Events

Links to back issues, subscribe/unsubscribe, and join the SGI Greens are at the end.

SGI Greens (Green Party of Canada) News and Events:

December 14, 4 p.m., Christmas Party for SGI Greens
Let’s get in the spirit of the season! “It's a Wonderful Life” (1946) will be shown at the Star
Cinema. 9840 Third St, in Sidney. Elizabeth will be giving a short talk to relate the film to the 6

Green principles.

We need to know how many people will attend so we can be sure there are enough seats for
everyone. Therefore, although it is FREE, please RSVP here.

AND if you would like the popcorn and drink combo (approx $6.50) please RSVP here.

After the showing we can all go out to dinner (pay for your own).
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https://app.gvote.ca/rsvp/eve_e34582a4e
https://app.gvote.ca/rsvp/eve_9359032b6

Feature: Electoral Reform

Our present system of voting, First-Past-The-Post (FPTP) is antiquated and undemocratic. It
leads to a two party system, like that in the US, and often creates a false majority whereby the
party with fewer votes can form government. Many people feel their voice doesn’t count, so
they don’t bother to vote. It is essential that Canadians vote because not voting could lead to
an erosion of democracy. Another problem of FPTP is that it encourages strategic voting —
people vote for a party they don’t particularly want, but it's better than the alternative.

Canada is the only country that still has the original First-Past-The-Post system. The US and
UK are the closest but they have made some adjustments. A much better system is
Proportional Representation (PR) where every vote counts. PR enables smaller political
parties to enter Parliament, and this results in less partisanship and better governance. The
Green Party stands solidly behind PR. Many of the most stable democratic countries like
Finland, the Nordic countries, Germany, Australia, and New Zealand have forms of PR.

A group of Saanich-Gulf Island volunteers is circulating a petition, and going door-to-door to
help inform constituents about the need for electoral reform. Will you join them and help

defend democracy? If so, please contact shelagh.levey@areenparty.ca

This chart shows that with less than 40% of the votes the Liberals got a majority of the seats in
the House, which gave them the power to do what they wanted with little concern for the views of
others and no need to make any concessions to win support. Greens got 3.4% of the vote but only
one of 338 seats (0.3%). With 3.4% of the seats, they would have had 11 seats.

Figure 1: Breakdown of Seat Count and Popular Vote by Party, 2015.
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We encourage you to check www.fairvote.ca where you can find everything you need to know
about electoral reform.

Here are the words of a 22 year old on the subject:

I grew up in a fairly safe Liberal riding, and each election, the winner of my
riding was all but guaranteed. The winner-take-all structure of FPTP meant that
my vote often mattered less than that of other Canadians. Knowing that your
vote will have no impact on the outcome of the election is bad for our
democracy. At a time with record low voter turnover, especially amongst
younger voters, we need an electoral system that actually reflects the intentions
of voters and encourages participation in our electoral process. FPTP is a relic
of the past and we need to move on from a system that encourages strategic
voting, results in (sometimes wildly) disproportionate outcomes, and
discourages voting for large swatches of the electorate.

- Owen

General Interest:

The latest from Ottawa

Elizabeth has been front and centre in Ottawa over the budget and gained some great press

coverage. The full story is in The Balance of Responsibility and Why | Voted for the Carney
Budget.

She also had a wonderful explanation of the risks of tanker traffic near Haida Gwaii.

Elizabeth also had a marvelous explanation of how tanker traffic from Alaska goes down to
the US outside the coast of Haida Gwaii and not in the dangerous inside channels.

COP 30

The recent UN climate change negotiations in Brazil, known as COP 30, did not reach
agreement on phasing out fossil fuels. If you found the results from COP 30 disappointing,
here is an uplifting take: an interview with Al Gore.



http://www.fairvote.ca/
https://www.sgigreenparty.ca/r?u=K2R5RarKFPYQVsmXCHE9peY2Cwukep7Zyf5DQqhF9St0O4SBjN1KT5IqdvyZAHzftlzjXqq1_bXDkH63jgazTIqF1-KWm4JxbpwPTx4oyo-kugmssMvivZTpzriiRVdVd26s8gCJlgi6Kr8GuT926Q&e=df313cc7c50149b83b8e7979302a0444&utm_source=saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=good_sunday_morning_issue_294&n=1
https://www.sgigreenparty.ca/r?u=K2R5RarKFPYQVsmXCHE9peY2Cwukep7Zyf5DQqhF9St0O4SBjN1KT5IqdvyZAHzftlzjXqq1_bXDkH63jgazTIqF1-KWm4JxbpwPTx4oyo-kugmssMvivZTpzriiRVdVd26s8gCJlgi6Kr8GuT926Q&e=df313cc7c50149b83b8e7979302a0444&utm_source=saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=good_sunday_morning_issue_294&n=1
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/_p6lPz6ESXY
https://www.instagram.com/p/DRVVz_ykUDn/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3JZzszAQp0

Good Sunday Morning

Most of us can’t wait to read Elizabeth May’s Good Sunday Morning weekly blog, even before
the coffee is ready. We would like to explore finding ways to expand the readership of this

informative and entertaining newsletter beyond just the party faithful. We think this would be a
great way to spread the GREEN word more widely. Any suggestions? Please send your ideas

to sgiedanews@gmail.com.

Our new Executive Committee member, Tom Mitchell, recently sent his thoughts to the other
Executive members. Please send us your comments or suggestions about his ideas.

| feel that | am seeing behind the curtain and empowered to understand the real
politics behind the BS and spin from most media outlets.

| was speaking yesterday with friend and fellow Green Bob MacKie who is one of the
people along with Brian Smallshaw who disseminates Elizabeth’s GSM to other
sources.

Bob informed me it is already spread Nationally and potential changes would have to
be approved by the Federal Council, he said the number of readers at the moment
was approximately four thousand Canadians.

My musings, could it be expanded to other outlets like the Tyee, the National Observer,
West Coast Eco Justice, Sierra Club, Provincial Greens, other EDAs, University’s and
any other progressive and eco conscious groups.

In Elizabeth’s 2011 Campaign, | believe a large contribution to that successful
Campaign was her pre Election very hard work in reaching out to the people in our
riding and a contributing factor was her column in the then popular Island Times
newspaper.

Elizabeth in my opinion is a very effective writer and | also appreciate the contributions
by husband John Kidder. | believe GSM could be extremely instrumental in the
resurgence of the Green Party of Canada.

Perhaps we could discuss possibilities at our next meeting.

Thanks, Tom M



mailto:sgiedanews@gmail.com
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Election Preparedness

As you know we came within a whisker of a second election in one year. Although it didn't
happen, it is important that we be as ready as we can possibly be in case an election does get
called. With a (fractious) minority government an early election is entirely possible.

The volunteer demographic in SGI is not getting any younger. It would be great to see new
volunteers to help with the next election, whenever it might come. We especially need some
younger volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering or being more active as a volunteer,
please let us know here. It can be a lot of fun and you’ll make new friends. Even if you only
have an hour or two here and there we can certainly find something fun for you to do.

Another part of being prepared of course is raising funds. And we hear you that there are too
many requests for donations, especially at this time of the year. So we won'’t ask you now for
money. However (there always is a however) we would like to remind you that as we near
year end, there is an annual limit for donations to political parties. You can donate up to $1750
to Saanich Gulf Islands Greens and another $1750 to the federal Greens. All donations
however small are hugely helpful in funding the costs of fighting a political campaign against
larger and VERY well funded parties.

Further information on the donation options and process is provided in the SGI EDA website's
Take Action page and the FAQs page.

Specific questions on donations can be directed to the SGI EDA Financial Agent
jim. reenparty.

Q: How much is my tax credit for my donation?

A: Submit your tax receipt with your income tax return for the year you donated,
and you will receive a tax credit for 75%0 of the first $400 donated, 50% of
any amount between $400 and $750, and 33.33% of amounts over $750,
to a maximum credit of $650 (for a donation of $1275 or more). For example:

Your Donation Your Tax Credit Your Cost After Tax
Credit
$20 $15 $5

$100 $75 $25

$400 $300 $100

$750 $475 $275
$1,750 $650 $1,100

(maximum)
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mailto:jim.deas@greenparty.ca

BC Greens News and Events:

SGl Includes most of the two Provincial ridings of Saanich North and the Islands, and Saanich
South. We include information on events in our sister ridings. For more details please go to
the BC Greens website.

December 5 (Friday), 10 a.m. - noon, Community M nd Greet with MLA Rob Botterell
Join Rob for a non-partisan meet and greet in Sidney at Serious Coffee on Beacon Avenue.
Hear about the fall legislative session, learn about Rob’s priorities, and discuss with Rob the
issues that are important to you! This is a drop-in event, registration is not required but
welcome for planning purposes. You are invited to bring a non-perishable food item for
donation to a food bank.

December 6 (Saturday), 5-8 p.m., Social event for Saanich-South
Emily Lowan will be joining us for an informal riding gettogether. Broadmead area. Space is
limited so if you would like to attend please see more details and RSVP here.

Here is the list of Emily’s coming tour details:

Fri, Dec 5 (2:30 - 5 PM & 6 - 7:30 PM) - Nanaimo: Townhall & Potluck
Sat, Dec 6 (5 - 8 PM) - Saanich: Saanich-South Social

Sun, Dec 7 (1 - 3 PM) - Sooke: Meet & Green

Tue, Dec 9 (7 - 9 PM) - Sidney: Townhall

Thu, Dec 11 (6:30 - 8:30 PM) - North Vancouver: Green Tea w/Emily
Fri, Dec 12 (6 - 8 PM) - Cowichan: Meet & Green

For the finale, BC Greens are hosting a Fight the Oligarchs: End-of-Tour Rally at
the United Commons in Victoria on Sun, Dec 14, from 3 to 5 PM For more on
Emily's tour events see: https://bcareens.ca/events

Published by the Saanich—Gulf Islands Electoral District Association of the Green Party of Canada.
Please send feedback and contributions to this newsletter to sgiedanews@gmail.com.

Saanich—Gulf Island Greens publish two newsletters:
The monthly SGI Greens Newsletter
The weekly Good Sunday Morning -- Elizabeth May's perspective

Current and back issues of both are at https://sgi.edagreens.ca/news-events/
To subscribe to one or both newsletters, go to sgigreenparty.ca/signup 2020.
Click here to unsubscribe from one or both newsletters.

Join Us! Be a SGI Green!
We acknowledge and respect the WSANEC Peoples, on whose territory we live.
The SGI EDA aims to work with them towards a meaningful and mutually beneficial reconciliation.
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