
 
 

 
Sections cover News and Events, General Interest and On Being Green. 

Links to back issues, subscribe/unsubscribe, and join the SGI Greens are at the end. 
 

 
SGI Greens (Green Party of Canada) News and Events: 

Our 2025 Annual General Meeting was held on October 18 at the Mary Winspear Centre.  

Recordings of the business session and four guest speakers are in this YouTube playlist. 

We had 45 members and 10 guests attending; with 38 in the room and 17 online on Zoom. 

●​ Jim Deas, our Financial Agent, presented the financial statements for 2024 and was 
thanked for his tremendous efforts by Stuart Mackinnon. 

●​ Tom Niemann, our CEO, summarized the past year’s activities and thanked the members 
of the Executive Committee for their work on the election, other events, and loan decisions. 

●​ A new Executive Committee with 11 members was formed for 2025-26: 
○​ Tom Niemann is stepping down, having completed a 3-year term. 
○​ Eight other members are continuing for one or two more years. 
○​ Three new members were approved by acclamation (instead of a secret ballot 

election). These were introduced in the October SGI Greens Newsletter. 
●​ Members participated in a General Discussion (that begins at 28:45), and provided several 

suggestions for the Student Scholarship program. (After the AGM, these suggestions were 
passed along to our Scholarships Subcommittee for consideration.) 

●​ Emily Lowan, the new Leader of the BC Greens joined online and gave a rousing speech 
about governing for the benefit of British Columbians rather than foreign oligarchs.. 

●​ Liam Collins, the Chair of the Saanich North and the Islands Riding Association, also 
joined online and gave a thoughtful speech about transcending the anomie and nihilism 
that results from an overload of depressing news. 

●​ Elizabeth May, our fearless MP, provided her views on the Carney government and 
described the positive work that continues at the local level, bringing together local 
Indigenous and other leaders from both sides of the Salish Sea. 

●​ Shelagh Levey, a member of the SGI Greens Executive Committee, described the sorry 
state of our democracy, thanks to the First Past The Post electoral system, and challenged 
members to join her in renewed efforts to promote Proportional Representation. 

●​ The Green Knitters sold beautiful Green toques and headbands at the AGM and 
collected over $200 which will be donated to the next Green election campaign. 
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaZsl9-9peQ_bopbLCrywey9q6c0TWoUr
https://sgi.edagreens.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/10/October-2025-Newsletter-published-Oct-16-1.pdf


 
 

November 1-30        BC Environmental Film Festival (online) 

The BCEFF organizers are acknowledging their ongoing collaboration with SGI Greens by 
extending a 20% discount to Green Party members to watch the BCEFF online festival from 
November 1-30. To access this, members can use the discount code GREENS2025 when 
they register at https://bceff2025.eventive.org/welcome 

The 2025 Festival Pass ($65 less the discount) lets you watch all 37 films at any time, 
November 1-30. There is also a 5 Ticket Bundle ($35 less the discount). 

These films from 14 countries provide insight and inspiration on a wide range of environmental 
topics. Their stories move hearts, open minds, and inspire action. Watch. Feel. Act.​
 

​
November 9, 4-6 p.m. (Sunday)     Films at the Star Cinema in Sidney 

An evening of inspiration, community, and climate conversation — where hope meets action. 
SGI Greens and the BC Environmental Film Festival are again co-presenting. This time it’s 
two films followed by a discussion panel with Elizabeth May and filmmakers of the first film. 

The two short films (also included in the BCEFF Film Festival online) are: 

●​ Hope in the Anthropocene (runtime 23:08): This film delves into the lives of 
passionate environmentalists in British Columbia as they confront climate anxiety and 
navigate their complex relationship with hope amidst an increasingly fragile ecosystem.​
 

●​ Journey Back to Alcedo (runtime 24:23): A friendship bonded by two things — 
volcanos and giant tortoises and a legacy written by science. "Journey Back to 
Alcedo", tells a story of unconditional love between two intrepid 70-year-old best 
friends on their last ascent together to the place where it all started, and the legacy 
they leave to young scientists. 

Tickets ($15) are available in advance from the BCEFF website (click here and scroll down). 
Tickets will also be available at the door, as long as seats remain available.  

The Star Cinema will be providing a Popcorn+Drink combo for $6.50. Movies and popcorn! 

 

December 14, 4-7 p.m. (Sunday)     Christmas Party for SGI Greens  

Let’s get in the spirit of the season! “It’s a Wonderful Life” (1946) will be shown at the Star 
Cinema. Elizabeth will be giving a short talk to relate the film to the 6 Green principles. There’s 
no charge!  After the showing we can all go out to dinner (you pay for your own). 
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https://bceff2025.eventive.org/welcome
https://www.bceff.org/event-list
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BC Greens News and Events:  (because we’re friends) 

November 14-16 (Friday-Sunday)        2025 AGM & Convention ​
This will be at the Coast Coal Harbour Vancouver Hotel. Find out more and register here. 

November 21, 9:30 a.m. (Friday)      MLA Rob Botterell at the Empourium Cafe 
Meet-and-Greet with Rob in Brentwood Bay and canvas with him afterwards.  
 
December 5 (Friday)      MLA Rob Botterrell meet-and-greet in North Saanich 
Details will be available shortly on the BC Greens events page. 

December 6, 5-8 p.m. (Saturday)      Social event for Saanich-South ​
The riding association is finalizing details and will be sending an email to members soon. This 
event may be part of the Leadership Tour that will be kicking off at the AGM, i.e., it may be a 
chance to meet Emily Lowan in a relaxed social setting. Find out more and register here. 

December 9 (Tuesday)      Town Hall in Sidney​
BC Greens Leader Emily Lowan and Saanich North and the Islands Green MLA Rob Botterell. 
Details are being finalized and will be available shortly on the BC Greens events page. 
 
Last but not least - if you reside in B.C., please know that the BC Greens are actively 
recruiting new riding association executives and volunteers throughout B.C. – please connect 
with them if you have questions or complete this form if interested – your help is appreciated! ​
​
Community Information:  
November 18, 11 a.m. (Tuesday)      Rally with the Elders for Ancient Trees ​
Meet in the plaza in front of the Good Earth Cafe, behind the Legislature on the south side of 
Superior, between Menzies and Government, for a brief but vigorous program and then a quick 
visit to the Legislature. Across the province, forest defenders and community activists will 
HOLD THIS GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABLE. David Eby, after saying, “We are accelerating our 
actions to protect our oldest and rarest forests," has approved more clearcutting of old growth than 
ever—worse now than before the 2019 Old Growth Strategic Review—claiming he’s not hearing 
many folks speaking up for the forests. Let’s prove him wrong. The Elders for Ancient Trees hold 
the Eby government, the MInistry of Forests, and BC Timber Sales (BCTS) accountable:  

●​ For ecocide, for grand theft of public lands, for destroying community watersheds 
●​ For bowing to the logging industry and accelerating the killing of old-growth forests 
●​ For logging policies that help trigger landslides 
●​ For greenwashing clearcutting as wildfire protection 
●​ For the many broken promises to protect ecosystems and species at risk 
●​ For failure to use promised millions to create Indigenous Protected and Conserved 

Areas 
●​ For serial clearcutting which destroys forests, leaving only plantations 
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https://bcgreens.ca/2025-bc-greens-agm-convention/
https://bc.gvote.ca/rsvp/eve_b59988663
https://bc.gvote.ca/rsvp/eve_da7ad2f51
https://bcgreens.ca/events/
https://bc.gvote.ca/rsvp/eve_1c31e6c21
https://bcgreens.ca/events/
mailto:organize@bcgreens.ca
mailto:organize@bcgreens.ca
https://form.123formbuilder.com/5191411/ra-executive-nomination-application
https://gmail.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bbe914502719b72790022f670&id=d8ed0aa0b1&e=f297dd774c


 
 

General Interest:  

Good news snippets 

●​ For the FIRST TIME on record, renewables generated more electricity than coal in the 
first half of 2025. Renewables increased 8% to supply 34.2% of global electrical power, 
while coal’s share fell to 33.1%.    (See report from Ember, a global energy think tank.) 

Climate (and other) solutions  

●​ The energy transition continues to beat the forecasts, year after year. The economics 
are too compelling for fossil fuel interests to stop it. And, economics aside, it might just 
help us avoid “crashing” the planet. 

 

Is this climate change denial? 

●​ Bill Gates presents himself as all-knowing and benevolent. In 2021, he published a 
book on “How to Avoid a Climate Disaster”. So why is he now touting a shift on climate 
action that amounts to the soft-pedalled climate denial that you expect from fossil fuel 
lobbyists? Michael E. Mann, the climate scientist that is famous for the “hockey stick” 
chart of increasing global temperatures, explains that Gates hasn’t really “pivoted” at 
all, and that we should just ignore Gates and get on with the important job of tackling 
climate change,  “using every tool at our disposal to push back against an ecocidal 
agenda driven by plutocrats, polluters, petrostates, propagandists, and too often now, 
the press.”  His article is well worth reading. 
https://thebulletin.org/2025/10/you-cant-reboot-the-planet-if-you-crash-it/​
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https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/global-electricity-mid-year-insights-2025/
https://thebulletin.org/2025/10/you-cant-reboot-the-planet-if-you-crash-it/


 
 

  ​
On Being Green: 

If you haven’t seen this video from the UK Greens, do yourself a favour and watch it!  ​
It’s had almost 100,000 views on YouTube and over 12 million views on X.  

 

Click on the image, or copy this into your browser: 
https://youtu.be/qxt4HCjd7VA?si=sEKeymCPVyPdGQs3​
​
 

 
Published by the Saanich–Gulf Islands Electoral District Association of the Green Party of Canada. 
Please send feedback and contributions to this newsletter to sgiedanews@gmail.com.  

Saanich–Gulf Island Greens publish two newsletters: 
The monthly SGI Greens Newsletter 
The weekly Good Sunday Morning -- Elizabeth May's perspective 

Current and back issues of both are at https://sgi.edagreens.ca/news-events/​
To subscribe to one or both newsletters, go to sgigreenparty.ca/signup_2020.​
Click here to unsubscribe from one or both newsletters. 

Join Us! Be a SGI Green! 
We acknowledge and respect the W̱SÁNEĆ Peoples, on whose territory we live. 

The SGI EDA aims to work with them towards a meaningful and mutually beneficial reconciliation. 
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https://youtu.be/qxt4HCjd7VA?si=sEKeymCPVyPdGQs3
https://youtu.be/qxt4HCjd7VA?si=sEKeymCPVyPdGQs3
mailto:sgiedanews@gmail.com
https://sgi.edagreens.ca/news-events/
https://www.sgigreenparty.ca/signup_2020?e=b056e73e55db748b0245def57fbcbc97&utm_source=saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsm_issue_207_march_24_2024&n=6
https://saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca.nationbuilder.com/unsubscribe?e=b056e73e55db748b0245def57fbcbc97&utm_source=saanichgulfislandsgreenpartyca&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsm_issue_207_march_24_2024&n=7
https://www.greenparty.ca/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=6&source=FSA.W.2013-59027&ridingtitle=Saanich%E2%80%94Gulf%20Islands
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