
 
 

 
Sections cover News and Events, and On Being Green. 

Links to back issues, subscribe/unsubscribe, and join the SGI Greens are at the end. 
 

 
SGI Greens (Green Party of Canada) News and Events: 

Our 2025 Annual General Meeting is almost here. 

    Date: Saturday, October 18th @ 2-4 pm - Mark your calendars! 

    Location:  Room 2, Mary Winspear Centre, in Sidney 

To attend in person, please register here:   RSVP 

If you've been waiting for a Zoom link to attend online, please register here in advance:​
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/hsXQqfMQSKOyXdeJCRQCdg ​
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 

We have an exciting slate of four Guest Speakers, including Elizabeth May and Emily 
Lowan, the new BC Greens Leader, that make this an event you won't want to miss. 

Get ready for cooler weather, and start your Christmas shopping -- the Green Knitters 
will have beautiful Green toques and headbands for sale at the AGM.  

We will also be reflecting on the past year, priorities for next year, and electing new members to 
our Executive Committee (see the nominee’s bios below). This is one of the important 
functions at the AGM. Three members have been nominated to join the Executive Committee. 

Please check your membership to ensure it is active so that you can vote at the AGM. To 
participate, you must have been a member of the GPC for at least thirty (30) days prior to the 
meeting. If you are not a member or would like to renew your membership, please visit the 
Green Party of Canada membership page here. Memberships that have lapsed can also be 
renewed in person at the AGM. 

​
November 9, 4-6 p.m.   Films at the Star Cinema​
SGI Greens and the BC Environmental Film Festival are again co-presenting a film screening 
followed by a discussion panel. See details below. 
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http://click.greenparty.ca/f/a/MS6RxSV3P-pQshdtLcwz1g~~/AACgIhA~/2AukGf7FXOdb43DB60pCB9aa2BuLv8Z-ZeznOKCePPoR7bVkod2KNB6indqza3Sg7aRXGovger7FRlUJVLSCvVhcuPNrBQDRzdWVEiikepnEnMsB5Gn8TBEPL4jpMIgO8mCbOyOpQxeLIddeZ6sK1QkF5GemZ5a-jIH8-O_oG6g-hCExdRjTHdxvZ7o_Ihxo0OkOKqBI3HGI_VtlhzX6DEVX62gfU9E9xT-sghZXhGzcLmOgh-9MWP4CoZHU_zMKxZTJtjgw-IR_K68gHHf8GJbFpNwMdEl5cNRIwt1D9IJRW43GQm12AYKXVjFdTsssflzAK4qFxaIXCy8HKgcEdQ~~
http://click.greenparty.ca/f/a/wtccDOpvOAQp8ZZr2XRwwQ~~/AACgIhA~/aq1Q47AjeHLdB2Mf9cB58JI39ZxzmkAytbKiiwwkpmgMlUXKhiWEuAydIn8DS3Lto4qgjV8o1EearE3n4Hw6Xdpak1NpByetAObXPBvuf8eop71nlU12bqhaBCk0EtcfOkxuHhOk6GnHn5aBQ2t0sIvDDC-zefObfBv0Sb5t02o~
http://click.greenparty.ca/f/a/-bNfj4THGGeGn9BldJtlPQ~~/AACgIhA~/f1Cbmu2k88JGd18TxhvMUwnuCBWCkqVeLaxFPIReWQCFVpP7txkypE3LxyvComHeUdBvSbNCpxyDtd1YyQttNyHxnu5fipdI9fmft4lbH7S4yVJSQq1dLEtGBYtJkyilwsg-CZipANo28eSrdR114aoOxV_4yqL-AJWWFldkwZi4LQZM0vXfu5_z0bW1TI8h
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The Saanich-Gulf Islands Electoral District Association is one of the most active riding 
associations in Canada.  

●​ We supported the 2025 election campaign that got Elizabeth May re-elected despite 
considerable political headwinds.  

●​ We helped another EDA and the national party with loans (one has already been 
repaid). 

●​ We co-hosted two film screenings (in March and May) with panel discussions at the 
Star Cinema, and the third is coming in November. 

●​ We hosted appreciation events for members and are throwing a Christmas/solstice 
party in December. 

We’re always looking for fresh ideas and volunteers willing to help out. It’s fun and rewarding, 
so do consider joining other active members on the sidelines or on the Executive. 

We hope to see you at the AGM! 

-​ Your Saanich-Gulf Islands Executive Committee​
 

National Green Party of Canada News and Events: 

The national Green Party is: 

●​ Working hard to repay a bank loan as soon as possible; 
●​ Running the election of new officers to join the Federal Council; 
●​ Preparing a Leadership Contest; and 
●​ Getting ready for the next federal election. 

The loan was expected to be largely covered by a refund from Elections Canada, but the 
Party did not meet the threshold of 2% of the national vote required to qualify for the refund. 

About half of the Federal Council members are elected each year. Voting is from October 6 – 
October 20. Check your emails, consider the choices, and vote online. Members are urged to 
take active part in the party’s internal democracy!​
​
A Leadership Contest will be completed within a year. Elizabeth May announced that she will 
not run for leadership again and expects a smooth transition to a new leader or co-leaders. 

The next federal election is required in 2029, but could be sooner if the Carney government 
loses a confidence vote or calls an early election when it sees a favourable opportunity. ​
​
Elizabeth May will continue to be our MP after stepping down as Leader, and plans to run in 
the next federal election. ​
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BC Greens News and Events: 

The 2025 AGM & Convention will be held Friday, November 14 – Sunday, November 16, 
2025, at the Coast Coal Harbour Vancouver Hotel, 1180 West Hastings St, Vancouver.​
 

On Being Green: 

Here are the 2025 Nominees for New Members of the Executive Committee of the 
Saanich-Gulf Islands Green Party Association. They are standing to be elected at the 
AGM on October 18, 2025.​
 

 

Julie Cisz 

Enthusiasm for the Greens is contagious. My 
introduction to the Greens and Elizabeth May 
occurred even before I moved to the Island in 
2016. Thanks to the late Polly Walter, a highly 
enthusiastic Green, I read about the Greens 
commitment to address the climate 
emergency, as well as their focus on issues of 
justice in all facets – social, economic, 
political as well as environmental. 

After meeting Elizabeth and subsequently 
volunteering in her re-election campaign, I 
was struck by her command of the issues, 
intelligence, passion, and integrity. And, all of 
these qualities seemed common to each 
Green I had the privilege to meet. My 30-year 
career as a psychotherapist has taught me to 
listen for congruence. Likewise, my 
longstanding interest and involvement in 
progressive politics has similarly trained my 

attention to focus on whether statements of purpose and values are reflected in action and 
policy. For Elizabeth and the Greens there is clear alignment. These seem to be increasingly 
rare qualities in our modern world, and especially among our political leaders. 

Yet, here in the SGI we have leadership with integrity along with a highly engaged community. 
To have had 78% of eligible voters participate in the recent election is extraordinary. I am 
eager – and yes, enthusiastic, to do my part to contribute to this vibrant community and the 
value driven mission and actions of the Green Party. 
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Richard Kendon 

I have now been actively involved in two 
campaigns. As the south hub for SGI during 
the recent federal election, I helped organize 
canvassing in the south Saanich area 
including preparing walk sheets, delivering 
flyers and all the rest. 

Prior to that I was one of the key organizers 
in Ned Taylor's campaign for MLA in Saanich 
South. 

This new chapter in my life has inspired me 
to get more involved in helping the Green 
Party and the BC Greens win more 
representation in Ottawa and Victoria. I had 
the good fortune as a child to be able to play 
in the woods near our family farm in England. 
I spent a lot of time there as in those days 
there were no restrictions to a kid running 
wild while the parents worked, as long as I 

came home for dinner. During that time, I became very aware of the interconnectedness of 
nature. I am not sure I heard the trees speak but I certainly could feel their presence along 
with all the little creatures in the woods. Later through scouts, lots of hiking and camping in the 
wilderness including an unforgettable canoe trip in the Yukon and several visits to Haida 
Gwaii, this love of nature became deeper and stronger.  Now I am totally appalled at what we 
are doing to destroy our lovely planet. The words of people like Elizabeth May, Greta Tunberg 
and Jane Goodall inspire me to do whatever I can to raise awareness of the desperate state of 
our environment. Being an active member of the Green Party and the BC Green party will be 
my way to do this. 

Of course life got in the way. I had to get an education and a job. Now with a Bachelor of 
Commerce and a MSc in Agricultural Economics and a career in a variety of businesses 
behind me, I believe in lifetime learning and I am not going to stop now. I think I can use the 
skills I have developed to help green progress. 

I have lived and worked in 4 provinces and 3 countries. I have developed skills in 
management, leadership, strategy, diplomacy, listening, critical thinking and problem solving. I 
have learned from my teachers, colleagues, friends and mistakes and I plan to continue to 
learn. 

I will be happy to fit into whatever role the executive of SGIRA see as being useful. I am 
currently treasurer of the Saanich South Riding Association. 

-​ Photo shows Ken folding flyers during Elizabeth's campaign. 
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Tom Mitchell 

Born 29th November 1945 in a castle. 

Apprenticed as a millwright. 

Raised in Glasgow and emigrated to Canada 
in 1970 aged 24. 

Four years in Toronto—Ten years in 
Vancouver—Forty plus years on Salt Spring 
Island. 

Involved in Green Party Federal and 
Provincial Campaigns and support for many 
years. 

Ken Rouleau—Andrew Lewis —Elizabeth 
May 

Previous member of EDA for two terms 

Salt Spring liaison for Fall Fairs and other 
functions. 

Footnote 

Lennox Castle was an emergency hospital during the war so no, not of noble blood. 

 

 

 
 

 
Published by the Saanich–Gulf Islands Electoral District Association of the Green Party of Canada. 
Please send feedback and contributions to this newsletter to sgiedanews@gmail.com.  

Saanich–Gulf Island Greens publish two newsletters: 
The monthly SGI Greens Newsletter 
The weekly Good Sunday Morning -- Elizabeth May's perspective 

Current and back issues of both are at https://sgi.edagreens.ca/news-events/​
To subscribe to one or both newsletters, go to sgigreenparty.ca/signup_2020.​
Click here to unsubscribe from one or both newsletters. 

Join Us! Be a SGI Green! 
We acknowledge and respect the W̱SÁNEĆ Peoples, on whose territory we live. 

The SGI EDA aims to work with them towards a meaningful and mutually beneficial reconciliation. 
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