
 

 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Saanich-Gulf Islands Green Party Electoral District Association 
Tuesday, September 17, 2024, 4:30-6:00 p.m. via ZOOM 

 
Attending: Debra Kelly-Chair, Tom Niemann-CEO, Mary Leslie, Shelagh Levey, Jennifer Kennedy-
FA, Jim Deas-Secretary, Elizabeth May (EDA Representative and MP) 
Regrets: Helena Murray-Hill 
 
Call to order: 4:35 p.m. 
 

1. Consent Agenda 

• Chair: Debra Kelly 

• Shelagh gave the following Land Acknowledgement: 
I acknowledge that I am living on the land of the first people of Saanich Gulf 
Islands, the Coast Salish People. 
I honour and acknowledge their ancient heritage. I honour the land itself and 
give gratitude to all who have been here before and treated the land with love 
and respect. 
May we remember that the Earth does not belong to us. We belong to the Earth, 
and through the web of life we are related to all other species. 

• Approval of Agenda 
Agenda as circulated approved, with the addition of a verbal report on the Salt 
Spring Island Fair to be covered under the Saanich Fair Review. 

• August 13, 2024, Executive Meeting Minutes 
Minutes as circulated approved with a correction to item 5, Nominations 
Committee members. 

• Financial Agent Report: Jennifer provided the Balance Sheet as of August 31, 
2024 and the Profit and Loss report for August 1 to August 31, 2024. The deficit 
as at August 31 was $10,056 and this included $15,000 owing from the Toronto 
St. Paul’s EDA. It is expected that the $15,000 will be recovered in full before the 
end of the year. The income for August includes $2,122 from Contributions 
through GPC (these are received three times in the year). 

• CEO report 
Tom provided a verbal report and advised that he will be sending out a written 
one soon. 

• Moved: Jim, seconded: Jennifer. Approved. 
 

2. AGM preparation update 
The date of the AGM was confirmed for Saturday October 26, starting at 2 p.m. The 
location was confirmed at the Central Saanich Seniors Centre in Brentwood. Mary 
passed on the request that Gerie Turner from the Seniors Centre would like to meet with 
someone from the kitchen crew and someone from the technical crew prior to the 



 

 

event. Debra volunteered to lead the kitchen crew and she will find two other kitchen 
volunteers. Jennifer will buy the necessary food and look after the financial transactions. 
Tom will lead the technical crew and he will be assisted by Helena and one other person 
(perhaps Dan). 
 
Mary confirmed that arrangements have been made to pay the rent and to provide 
copies of our insurance documents.  
 
Action item: Tom will prepare and send out the notice of meeting. 
 
Action item: Elizabeth will prepare a video ahead of the AGM to have available if she is 
unable to attend the AGM in person. 
 

3. Nominations Committee update 
The Nominations Committee were thanked for their work and everyone was pleased 
that three people approached by the committee have agreed to be on the EDA executive 
and one other person is considering joining. 
 

4. Saanich Fair Review 
Mary sent an email to the executive members yesterday which provided a report on the 
Saanich Fair which was held on August 31, September 1 and September 2. In addition to 
the content of the report, there was discussion on the location of the tent and the 
consensus was that it was better in previous years when it was on grass (as against 
tarmac which was too hot) and closer to small businesses/merchants (rather than 
isolated with the other political parties). 
 
It was noted that the face painting went well and that a grade 12 student has offered to  
help with that at next year’s fair. 
 
Jim provided a verbal report on the Salt Spring Island Fall Fair. The Salt Spring volunteers 
who put on the event reported via email that the fair was very successful with good 
weather and lots of visitor interaction with Elizabeth and Rob Botterell. 
 
It was suggested that election strategies should be on the October EDA agenda. 
 
Action item: Mary will provide feedback to the fair organizers on the poor location of 
the tent in this year’s Saanich Fair and indicate our preference for the previous location. 
 

5. Seniors for Climate Action 
Shelagh reminded everyone about a rally to be held on October 1, at 2 p.m. in front of 
the B.C. Parliament Buildings in Victoria. The event is organized by Seniors for Climate of 
which Shelagh is a member. The event is non-partisan and the organizers want: a 
stringent cap on emissions, phasing out of fossil fuels, a halt to the financial sector 



 

 

investing in fossil fuels and a speeding up of the transition to renewable power and clean 
energy. 
 
Shelagh explained that the cost of the rally will be in excess of $4,000 and funds raised 
so far to cover these expenses is around $1,500. 
 
Moved by Tom and seconded by Mary: that the SGI EDA donate $1,500 towards the 
cost of the rally. 
Approved 
 

6. BC Environmental Film Festival proposal 
A report with background information and notes on a preliminary meeting with the BC 
Environmental Film Festival (BCEFF) was provided by Tom. The report outlined a 
proposal for the SGI EDA to collaborate with the BCEFF with the goal of raising 
awareness of environmental issues through films. 
 
Moved by Tom and seconded by Debra: that the SGI EDA provide $500 and general 
support for a first film event, and evaluate the opportunities of ongoing collaboration 
with the BCEFF. 
Approved 
 

7. SGI Greens Newsletter  
Tom provided a report outlining the changes to the SGI Greens Newsletter over the last 
few months. Tom requested that anyone who has a suggested change or concern with 
the newsletter should email their thoughts to Tom or another member of the newsletter 
subcommittee (the other subcommittee members are Debra and Shelagh). 

 
Action item: It was agreed that the newsletter subcommittee would have a zoom 
meeting in November to review the current newsletter format and content and 
recommend any changes to the EDA executive. 
 

8. Scholarship Program 
Action item: It was agreed that the scholarship committee would meet closer to January 
2025 to review the scholarship program and following that meeting, prepare a report for 
the EDA executive with any recommended changes to the program. 
 

9. Next SGI Executive Committee meeting October 15, 2024 
Shelagh volunteered to chair. Tom offered to hold the meeting at his house but it is 
optional to meet in person or join by zoom. Start time 4:30 p.m. 
 

10. Meeting Adjourned 6:36 p.m. (121 minutes) 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 


