
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Saanich-Gulf Islands Green Party Electoral District Association 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024, 7:00-8:30 p.m. via ZOOM 

 
Attending: Mary Leslie-Chair, Shelagh Levey, Helena Murray-Hill, Jennifer Kennedy-FA, Jim Deas-
Secretary, Elizabeth May (EDA Representative and MP) 
Regrets: Tom Niemann-CEO, Debra Kelly 
 
Call to order: 7:05pm 
 

1. Consent Agenda 

• Chair: Mary Leslie. Co-host: Shelagh Levey 

• Shelagh gave the following Land Acknowledgement: 
I acknowledge that I am living on the land of the first people of Saanich Gulf 
Islands, the Coast Salish People. 
I honour and acknowledge their ancient heritage. I honour the land itself and 
give gratitude to all who have been here before and treated the land with love 
and respect. 
May we remember that the Earth does not belong to us. We belong to the Earth, 
and through the web of life we are related to all other species. 

• Approval of Agenda 

• July 16, 2024, Executive Meeting Minutes 

• Financial Agent Report: Jennifer provided the Balance Sheet as of July 31, 2024 
and the Profit and Loss report for July 1 to July 31, 2024. The deficit as at July 31 
is $14,176 and this includes $15,000 owing from the Toronto St. Paul’s EDA. It is 
expected that the $15,000 will be recovered in full before the end of the year. We 
have received about $3,000 in donations so far in August. 

• Moved: Mary, seconded: Jennifer, Approved. 
 

2. Summer picnic 
Mary and Elizabeth provided verbal reports on the Summer Picnic which was held on 
Saturday August 10. The picnic was well attended and was enjoyed by everyone. There 
were several speakers, including Elizabeth, Rainbow Eyes and the recently announced 
2024 candidate for the BC Green Party, Saanich North and the Islands, Rob Botterell. It 
was noted that there were no children at the picnic, but because children were invited 
and normally attend, we will prepare for them as usual next year with activities such as 
face painting. The 2024 high school scholarship recipients were also invited but were all 
unable to attend for various reasons. It was agreed that scholarship recipients will 
continue to be invited to the picnic. 
 
Action item: Mary will prepare a note of things that she thinks can be improved on for 
next year. 



 
3. Saanich Fair 

Three booths have been engaged by the Federal and Provincial Green Parties, with a 
shared booth in the middle. Elizabeth plans to attend on Saturday and Monday from 10 
am until 4 pm and on Sunday from noon until 4 pm. Several people have signed up as 
volunteers but a number of last year’s volunteers are not available because they are 
working on the upcoming BC election.  
 
It was noted that we cannot offer booth visitors popcorn or any other food or drink that 
is offered by vendors anywhere else at the fair. Water will be available for the volunteers. 
We have 220 bicycle bells for distribution to visitors and there will be face painting for 
children. It was agreed that Shelagh can bring a petition from Seniors for Climate Action 
Now re. ending subsidies to the Oil and Gas Industry for visitors to sign. It was also 
agreed that a petition protesting highway upgrades at Goldstream Park re. endangering 
salmon stocks and the local ecosystem will be available at the booth. 
 

4. Polling 
An email received from Debra Eindiguer suggesting that we do some polling on how 
Elizabeth is doing in the riding was discussed. It was decided that it could be confusing 
for poll participants if this was done before the BC Provincial election in October because 
there are other polls in connection with that election. A better time for a poll may be in 
November or early in 2025. Elizabeth will be attending town hall style meetings in the 
first half of September and this will provide an opportunity for Elizabeth to find out how 
people think she is doing in the riding.  
 
Action item: Mary will email Debra and Bridget to inform them of the decision on polling 
dates. 
 

5. Nominations Committee for the EDA Executive for 2024-25 

A review of current exec members indicated the following: Mary will not be continuing 
(thank you for all that you do Mary, you will be sorely missed), and the remaining 
members; Tom, Shelagh (to be confirmed), Jennifer, Debra, Helena and Jim will be 
continuing in 2024-25. Shelagh said that she is extremely busy and will need to give 
some though about continuing. Assuming Shelagh stays, that will leave six exec 
members and it was agreed that we should increase this number up to a possible eleven 
in 2024-25. Mary suggested that the EDA exec should appoint one of its members as the 
Events Coordinator and one of its members as the Volunteer Coordinator. 
 
The members of the nominations committee for finding new exec members are Shelagh, 
Tom and Nancy Searing.  
 
Action item: Mary will contact Tom and a couple of others suggested at tonight’s 
meeting to ask if they wish to be members of the nominations committee. 



Action item: Nominations committee members will start contacting possible candidates 
as soon as possible. 
 
The AGM is set for Saturday, October 26. The room will be booked from noon until 5 PM 
and the AGM will start at 2 PM and end by 4 PM. Helena will need up to two hours 
before the start of the AGM to prepare the technical set up for online attendance. 
Elizabeth informed the exec that the due birth date of her grandchild is October 27, so 
it’s possible that she won’t be able to attend the AGM on the 26th.  
 
Action item: It was agreed that Elizabeth will prepare a video ahead of the AGM to have 
available if she is unable to attend the AGM in person. 
 

6. Next SGI Executive Committee meeting, September 17, 2024. 
Shelagh volunteered to chair. Start time 4:30 PM. The consensus was that the next 
meeting would include zoom, but whether there would be an in-person component was 
uncertain. 
 

7. Meeting Adjourned- 9:02pm (117 minutes) 
 
 

 
 
 

 


