
Executive Meeting Minutes
SGI Greens Electoral District Association

Tuesday, July 18, 2023 on Zoom, 7:00 - 8:30 pm

Attending: Dan Kells-CEO/Chair, Tom Niemann-Secretary, Mona Donovan, Mary
Leslie, Pieta VanDyke, Helena Murray-Hill, Elizabeth May (EDA Representative
and MP)
Regrets: Jennifer Kennedy-FA

1. Approve the Agenda
Mary: add plan to go to UVIC in August (under #8 New Business)
Moved: Mary, Seconded: Helena. Approved.

2. Approve May 16, 2023 Executive Meeting Minutes
Moved: Pieta, Seconded: Mary. Approved. Elizabeth abstained (not present in
May)

3. Financial Agent Report
Dan spoke to Jennifer’s emailed notes that our new auditor is recommending
more care in tracking revenues (swag sales) at events, with pre-numbered
receipts for sales, reconciled with inventories before and after events. Expenses
must also have receipts/invoices, and personal expenses are to be reimbursed
by cheque, not from an event’s cash float or donations.

Elizabeth suggested that the student scholarships could be increased, as they
have been $500 for 12 years.

Elizabeth noted that the SGI assurance (security) to a national in-person General
Meeting, proposed at our June 5, 2023 Ad Hoc meeting, was not needed, as the
Federal Council was unwilling to consider the risk.

Expenses included over $4,600 for our auditor. We have just over $106,000 cash
in our bank accounts.
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4. CEO report
Dan enjoyed his month away, and hoped others had also enjoyed some free
time.

Bridget Burns (Regional Organizer, BC, Alberta, NWT) is now living on Pender
Island.

Dan announced that he will retire effective the AGM, October 22, 2023. Elizabeth
suggested that the picnic would be a good opportunity to give public recognition
and thanks.

Dan also announced that Mona will be leaving the Executive Committee at the
end of August to take on new teaching work on SSI.

Elizabeth pointed out that FC elections are coming up, and VP English will be an
open position. Nominations open July 24, 2023.

5. Update on outstanding Action Items
Tom listed action items, and everyone provided updates.

● Green Party emails
Helena has not found her GP email.

● SGI Logo
Pieta got approval from EM to prepare a logo. Pieta is not taking it forward.

● Access to Google Drive
Mary still can’t use Google Drive. Linda Brown showed Pieta how to
navigate Google, and Pieta found it most useful. Elizabeth refuses to use
Google products. She expressed her admiration and thanks for the
volunteers, including Robyn Ross, who handle GSM, the SGI Newsletter,
and emails.

● UVIC Green event
A meet and greet event, possibly with pizza, should be held in late August
or early September, before Clubs Day. Helena has been frustrated in her
attempts to contact someone, and needs someone with signing authority
on campus. Elizabeth noted Stuart Hunter could be a useful contact.
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6. Events

Summer Picnic (August 5, 2023)
Jennifer suggested she can pick up food, and others can bring potluck
food if they want, but let’s not require contributions. As noted in the May
minutes, potluck contributions are welcome but will not be requested in the
invitation.

Elizabeth suggested a zero-waste event, with everyone bringing their own
cutlery and plate, so as to avoid single-use plastic.

The picnic was discussed as an opportunity to invite student scholarship
recipients. Kevin Dunbar, federal Executive Director, has been invited.

The picnic will be at Centennial Park. Mary has reserved the site for
11:30am-3:30pm, paid the fee, and provided the insurance document.

SSI Pride (July 29, 2023), in Ganges
Elizabeth will attend. Everyone is welcome to participate in the parade.

Fall Fair (September 1-4, 2023)
Mary noted that access to Elizabeth needs to be managed. Volunteers
need to be clear about what they do.

Dan noted that this year’s booth placement will require new logistics and
greater consideration of other parties. We cannot provide popcorn this
year.

Annual General Meeting (October 22, 2023)
Mary has reserved the Central Saanich 50+ Centre for 1:00-5:00pm, paid
the fee, and provided the insurance document.

7. Roles and responsibilities
Moot point for Mona.
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8. New Business
Mary attended the Lambrick School scholarships event, and there was some
confusion around the cheques, now resolved. A more ironclad process is needed
next year.

9. Next Meeting
Scheduled for August 15, 2023. Mary requested changing it to August 8, 2023.

10. Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.
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